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President’s Message                                                                                                                                    
Kirk Adams, President 
 

Fellow Roosters, 
 
First, I’d like to extend a fond farewell to 
Jeff Smith who recently lost his well 
fought battle with cancer. Please see page 
four to read the note prepared by Craig 
Strenger, who knew Jeff well. 
Jeff was a Rooster extraordinaire. 

Happy Trails Jeff, we will miss you! 
 
Next, the OCFWC Wine Event! Wow, the venue was fantastic 
and the turnout was quite good. The Event Team did make note 
of some areas where improvements might be made, but overall 
most everyone felt it was a huge success. 
 
Here is a note from Joann Leatherby: 
Saturday, August 27 was a beautiful day on the Plaza at the 
Segerstrom Center for the Arts. Guests, vendors and volunteers 
all enjoyed the spacious venue, sipping wonderful wine and 
spirits, munching delicious food like Gus’ Spicy Fried Chicken 
at The Roosters 2022 Wine Celebration. More than 30 wineries 
participated. An expanded Silent auction brought in more 
revenue than ever. Planning an event for a new venue is never 
easy. Our layout worked well but will be improved next year, 
hopefully back on the Plaza, as everyone enjoyed it! 
 
Thank you to the entire OCFWC team! Well done! 

 
Next, because I’m late getting this message out, I get to mention 
that, although there were concerns about the turnout for the 
Golfing for Kids event, attendance was also quite good! Penny 
Strenger informed me that approximately 70 golfers came to 
enjoy the beautiful day on the links at the Tijeras Creek Golf 
Course. Thanks again to Bill Ross and Craig Strenger for putting 
this event together, and special thanks to all those who helped 
make it happen. 
 
Additional thanks to Bill and Elaine Ross for providing the 
Bloody Mary Bar, to The Wine Guy and Wine Gal for wine 
tasting at the 10th hole, to Fitness Chiropractic for working out 
the kinks at the 13th hole and to Big B’s Barbeque for providing 
lunch before things got started. 
 
Another hearty Well Done! 
 
Lastly, The OCFWC Chef’s Experience is right around the 
corner, October 23rd to be exact, so if you don’t already have 
your seat for this great event you’d better get cracking. It 
promises to be another amazing evening of wine, cuisine and, of 
course, support for the very important work that the Roosters 
organization does for OC charities. 
 
So, with that, I’ll wind this up and, as I’ve asked in each note, 
please step up and be a part of the great work the organization 
does. I’m certain many of you may feel that you have already 
done your part. But this organization is less about what was 
done or achieved in the past and more about doing and 
continuing to do even greater achievements in the future.  
 
Fellow Roosters, if our organization is going to stay relevant, we 
all must participate and stay involved! 
 
Roosters, let’s get to work!! 
Kirk Adams 
2022 President, Roosters Foundation & Roosters Inc. 

Support the Roosters Foundation for free! 
AmazonSmile is a way you can support Roosters every time you 
shop with Amazon, at no cost. 
Visit smile.amazon.com 
Sign in with the same account you use for Amazon.com 

Select your charity (Roosters).  
Roosters is already registered 
with Amazon Smile. 
Start shopping! Remember to 
checkout at smile.amazon.com 
to generate donations for 
Roosters. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/dashboard/ref=smi_www_dayone_us_smilehowto_1


Upcoming Calendar 

Feeding OC 

Please continue to support this vital program, providing food to 
needy kids in Orange County, during the Covid-19 crisis. 
We are looking for a co-Chair to join Dan - contact him! 
For upcoming dates please contact: 
Dan Stone: call or text 714-310-4162.  
Dan@DantheManforMortgages.com 
 

October 11 Board of Directors 
Contact Kirk Adams, 714 313 8940 

 

October 13 luncheon 

11:30 at Tustin Ranch Golf Course Meeting Room.  
Speaker: Capt. Dan “Yank” Pedersen 
Dan is a true American Patriot and a favorite speaker at Rooster 
lunches with his frank and candid comments about our country. 
Please RSVP to the evite and our Ambassador calls for an 
accurate count.  
 

October 23 The Chef’s Experience  

Still a very few tickets left… 
See page 10!  
 

November 10 Luncheon 
IMPORTANT! 
This lunch will also be our ELECTIONS for next year’s BOD. 
See EVITE for details. 
 

December 15 Boat Parade Party! 
Save the date! 
 

Calling All Roosters! 
Do you want The Roosters Foundation to be the best 
it can be?   
Do you want to have a say our 2023 Agenda? 
Join the Board of Directors!  
Email your Candidate Statement and Business 
Portrait to: 
Alison Cotton, Communications Director 
alison@bleucotton.com  

Election will be held November 10th - details to 
come by Evite. 

Rooster September 
Birthdays 

Craig Boardman   Ron Moyer Michael Cipolla 

Drew Brouwer  Arnie Wilkins 

Rooster October Birthdays 

 

Michael Krever Bob McCaffrey Doug Johnson  

Peter Moriarty Kimberly Berman Larry Mandell  

 David Norwood  

Buy Them a Drink!! 

Party Time!! 

mailto:alison@bleucotton.com
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Gary Draper  
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Need Help? 
Want to Help?     Ask these guys! 

 Charity 
Chair:  John 
Hinson 
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Co-Chair: 
Dan Stone  

 Recording 
Secretary: 
Asif 
Merchant  

 Feeding 
Program 
Co-Chair: 
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John Trapani 
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William Ross 

 Ambassador 
Director: 
Louis 
Gardner 

 Speaker 
Chair: 
Gary Draper 
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Secretary: 
Larry 
Mandell  
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Tournament 
Chair:  

William Ross 

 Immediate 
Past  
President: 
Marty 
Burbank 

 Fundraising 
Chair: 
Open  

 Public  
Relations 
Director:  
William 
Ross 

  

Pledge your auction donation ONLINE at:  
https://chefs.maxgiving.bid/donateItem 
We REQUEST each Roosters member to donate a restaurant gift card $100-
$250+ value to contribute to our annual Food & Wine fundraiser to be used for 

our silent auction to benefit the children we support.  

https://wine.maxgiving.bid/donateItem


Feeding OC 

 
Holiday Food Drive - it’s back! 
 
On December 17th, we are planning to 
package 1,000 boxes with fresh produce 
and food for a Christmas dinner. 
 
We will begin contacting the 60 charities we provided 
boxes to in the past to determine the number of boxes 
desired. We will need approximately 100 or less 
volunteers at the Orange County Food Bank. We will be 
extending an invitation to all Rooster members to 
volunteer first, before offering to other individuals. The 
registration process is being reviewed. Two lines of 40 
volunteers. Produce to be defined prior week, based on 
available items. 
 
Basic schedule: 
8:30 AM volunteers arrive, enjoy donuts, bagels and 
coffee 
8:45 AM presentation of process 
9 AM begin boxing 
Forklifts from 10 docks, 5 per side, to bring boxes on 
pallets outside or cars pick-up at dock 
9:30 cars & trucks arrive to line up for pick-up 
10 AM begin box pick-up 
10:30 AM boxing completed 
11 AM pick-up completed 
 
If you have a charity interested in receiving boxes of 
food, let us know.  
Dan Stone, Chair 

Charity Committee 
 
 
 

The Roosters Charity Sub-Committee had its fourth and final meeting on September 6.  The 
committee consists of Libby Adams, Lou Gardner, Jill Rauen, Doug Richards, Paul Robidoux and 
me.  Our purpose was to review all of the grant documentation submitted by the charities 
requesting grants.  There are 31 in all. 
 
Each committee member was assigned five charities to review and then shared that information 
with the committee.  As a group we discussed each members findings and evaluated the mission 
of the charity in relation to the Roosters own criteria for providing grants.  Namely, Orange 
County based charities serving at-risk kids. 
 
Our end product is a report for the Grant Review Committee (GRC) to help them determine the amount of money to 
grant each charity applicant.  The GRC is led by the Charity Chair as a non-voting member and consists of the 
President, Vice President, Immediate Past President, Chair of an event (Chefs event, etc.) and three Roosters members 
not on the Board of Directors.  The GRC will be meeting in the next couple of weeks.  Stay tuned… 
 
Contact me at: 
LJHIV@sbcglobal.net or 714.425.6407. 
 
John Hinson 
Charity Chair, 2002 

John Hinson 

Message from the heart of Jeff Smith: 
 

I had the honor of spending a few days with Jeff just prior 
to his passing on September 9. 
  

We were able to talk 
about so many different 
things; our travels 
together, our golf 
together, our families, 
and of course, he talked 
about the Roosters. 
 

He was so proud to be 
part of an organization 
that did so many good 
things for so many worthy people that needed somebody to 
champion for their cause. Of course, his pride and joy, and 
what he was most proud of was the food drive that provided 
needed holiday meals for so many families in need in 
Orange County. With the food drive the Roosters, under 
Jeff's leadership, saved so many children from hunger and 
abuse, and provided the love and comfort of knowing that 
they would be fed through the holidays. 
 

Jeff wanted me to convey to his Roosters family to never 
give up the fight to help children in need. He wants to be 
remembered by all of you with a smile on your face and a 
good thought in your heart. He didn't want anybody to be 
sad. He wanted each and every one of you to celebrate his 
life, whether you're on a golf course, or having a glass of 
wine or a cigar. 
 

It is truly my honor to pass on Jeff's last thoughts to the 
Roosters.   
Craig Strenger 



Jeff Smith Celebration of Life 
 

Friends of Mr. Jeff Smith 
 

For those who missed it, here is a google 
drive link for the video of the Celebration 
of Live for Jeff Smith which took place on 

Tuesday, September 27 in Tennessee. 
https://drive.google.com/file/ 



South County Golf Classic Golf Tournament 
Benefits Two Important Charities 

 
 
On Wednesday, September 21st , 70 golfers came out to support The South County Classic, at Tijeras Creek 
Golf Club.  
 
The William Ross Family Foundation presented this fabulous event, benefitting the Roosters Foundation of 
Orange County and The Myasthenia Gravis Foundation of America. The sun was shining and a beautiful 
breeze welcomed us on this gorgeous golf course, where $20,000 was raised and split between the two 
impactful charities.  
 
This Scramble format event included on-course competitions, BIG BOARD RAFFLE opportunities, drinks 
and treats throughout the day, as well as a dinner complete with awards.  

Many thanks go to the Sponsors and 
Volunteers of the afternoon, including Bill and 
Elaine Ross for providing the Bloody Mary 
Bar, The Wine Guy and Wine Gal for wine 
tasting at the 10th hole, Fitness Chiropractic 
for working out the kinks at the 13th hole, and 
Brian of Big B’s Barbeque for providing lunch 
before things got started.  

Thank you to 
Craig and Penny 
Strenger for 
putting the event 
together with 
Bill Ross, and of 
course, Mike 
McChristie, 
Director of 
Sales, at Tijeras 
Creek Golf Club 
for the top-notch 
location!  
 
 

(Photo Credits: Bleu Cotton Photography, Inc., and Bill Ross.) 

 

Craig Strenger and Bill Ross…(Fun Fact: Our event was only 
the second one which the stunning 1953 truck from Big B’s 
has been at… it was just refurbished, as owner Brian found it 
at his cousins barn, rusted out, in Montana!  What an honor!)   

Bill Elaine Ross, thank you for the 
tasty Bloody Marys! 



Rooster Thermal Lunch Bags were an extra treat for each golfer! 

Nate Park and Parker Buckley     

Co-Organizer, Craig Strenger, 
enjoys one of the perks of the 
tournament, a massage from 
Fitness Chiropratic, at the 13th 
Hole!  Marvin Liebilien, Rick Shaw, Lou Carrasco, Ron Jones 

Current Roosters 
President, Kirk 
Adams, signs up 
the 2017 Roosters 
Past President, 
Steve Smith, for 
the famous BIG 
BOARD RAFFLE 
which is always a 
fun part of the 
Charity Golf 
Tournament! 

Roosters Steve Gough, Marty Burbank, President Kirk Adams, and 
Peter Haaker 

Roosters Rick McAuley and Jon Giberson 

Roosters Arnold Wilkins and John Hinson 

Bill Ross & Craig 
Strenger  
Having a little fun 
at golf tournament. 
Fitness 
Chiropractic 
provided  Complim
entary 5 minute 
chair massages for 
golfers. 





2022 Wine Celebration 

 

On Saturday, August 27th we had a beautiful day on the Argyros Plaza at the Segerstrom Center for the 
Arts.  Guests, vendors, and volunteers all enjoyed the spacious new venue for the Wine Celebration. 
 

The Orange County Food and Wine Celebration 
started off the year with new co-chairs; Joann 
Leatherby, Pat McAuley, and Jen 
Moriarty.  These ladies stepped up to head the 
2022 events to create a committee-based team to 
lead the Roosters to another successful 
fundraising year.  Joann and Pat, with numerous 
events and galas under their belts, provided 
expertise to newcomer Jen Moriarty along with 
the unparalleled guidance of Penny 
Strenger.  Penny kept the crew informed and on 
track with all of the nuances of running the 
Roosters’ largest fundraiser.  We couldn’t have 
done it without key committee members John 
Trapani, Greg Bates, and Bill Ross. 

 
We started the process in January by looking for another venue due to the changes at Old Ranch Country 
Club.  The committee worked hard in advance to create an extraordinary event to raise money for our 
numerous charities.  
 
John Trapani headed up winery and spirits procurement with his group of volunteers. Greg Bates concentrated 
on the “floor plan” taking numerous meetings with the head event staff at 

Segerstrom to determine the 
necessary space, specific 
requirements, and organization of all 
vendors. In addition, he took care of 
last minute troubleshooting to ensure 
the Wine Celebration came off 
without a hitch.  Bill Ross helped 
with venue choice, spirits 
procurement and publications for 
advertisement prior to the event. 
Their contributions to the process 
were numerous!  
 
Many Roosters really came through providing auction items, volunteering 
to call wineries and spirits, assist day of, and bake or provide desserts for 
our delicious Dessert Fantasia. 
 
We couldn’t have done it without our Marty Golden and his team of “Ice 
Men,” - the Ice Team included: 
Jim Holden - One of our charities - Fish for Life 
Tyler Wilde  - One of our charities - Fish for Life 
Christian Esteban  - One of our charities - Joya Scholars 
Scott Zimmerman - Rooster 
 
Also, Jill Rauen taking care of the rentals, Stephanie Bauer and Paul 
Robidoux for the auction set up and organization, Jon Giberson for 
helping secure spirits and printing out the Roosters Organization 
pamphlet, Anna Draper, Scotty Giberson, Dana Boardman, and Maggie 



Hinson for organizing and/or monitoring the dessert tables at the event, 
and Gary Draper for helping write the article for the local publications.   
 
We truly appreciate our vendors: 37 wineries, 11 different spirits/beer/
hard seltzer, and 9 food vendors: Bracken’s Kitchen, Above All 
Catering, Imuraya USA, Inc, Descanso- A Modern Taqueria, Kherut 
(Savor), Imperia Caviar, LLC, Gus’s World Famous Hot & Spicy Fried 
Chicken, and food donations from Old Ranch Country Club (3 cheese 
platters), and Byblos Mediterranean Grill (hummus and pita bread).  We 
wouldn’t have this event without all of them!  
 
In addition, an expanded silent auction brought in more revenue than 
ever! Planning an event for a new venue is never easy. Our layout 
worked well, but will be improved next year, hopefully back on the 
Plaza, as everyone enjoyed it! 
 

Photo Credit: Bleu Cotton 
Photography, www.bleucotton.com 

http://www.bleucotton.com/


 







Membership 
 
Bring a prospective member to our monthly luncheon - the Roosters will pay for one guest lunch 
per year for each member! If that guest joins, the Roosters will pay for another guest of that 
member. 
 

It’s easy to propose a new member! 
Just get your candidate’s business card, put your name on it, and forward it to 
Membership Director: John Trapani, trapsmix@gmail.com, Cell # 714 815-5385 
or use the membership application at 
www.RoostersFoundation.org/membership.  
 
 

New Members: Proposed members are presented 
to the membership of the Roosters for review. 
If you have objections to a proposed new member, 
call your Membership Director. Calls are confidential.

Cherri Farah 
Gary Eisenberger 
Margarita Martin 
Mark McDonald 

Dan Pederson 
Floyd Pickrell 
Jeff Smith 
Peter Smith 

Honorary Roosters - we are happy to 

have the ongoing support of the following: 

Proposed New Rooster Member – Larry Greene 
(Sponsor: Dan Stone) 

 

Larry Greene is a Business Strategist and Executive Coach.  Through his company, Mercury 
Leadership, he facilitates peer advisory groups and coaches executives from private and public 
companies. He has also sat on Corporate Boards for several local companies. 
 
For many years he has worked inside closely held businesses creating and executing business 
strategy.  His favorite clients are multigenerational family-owned businesses.  It is very satisfying to 
help the generations work together to grow the business to ensure its existence far into the future. 
 
Prior to his current path, Larry founded and operated a business brokerage and M&A firm for many 
years.  This experience and his passion for all things business related lead him to his current career. 
 
When he is not working, Larry can be found in his garage tinkering with one of his cars at his home in North Tustin, 
playing tennis or at the beach playing volleyball, another passion of the past 15 years. 
 
In the past, I have worked with the Orange County Rescue Mission.  It has been some time so I decided to find another 
cause where I could give back to my community.  I was introduced to Roosters Foundation by Dan Stone.  After 
attending a social event and luncheon and meeting many friendly, like minded people, I decided to submit my 
application.  I hope to see you all at another Roosters event soon.  

Support our Chefs! 
It is such a great time to plan a Roosters 
dinner gathering at one of the Restaurants 
who will be a part of the Chefs 
Experience.  Take a photo with the Chef and 
share with our Crow and Social Media! 
 
Asif and Gloria Merchant with Marty and 
Seon Burbank enjoy dinner and a hello at 
Old Brea Chop House  and Chef Masa Ose.   
 
Pat and Rick McAuley, and Jennifer and Pete 
Moriarty had an incredible time with Chefs 
David and Michael Rossi at their new 
restaurant, Zyetoon!   
 
Rooster Members...Please consider having some fabulous dinner dates at our 2022 Chefs 
Experience Restaurants and Wine Celebration Food Purveyors...and snap a photo for us to share 
with the world!  

mailto:trapsmix@gmail.com
http://www.RoostersFoundation.org/membership/


Roosters Socials 
 

December 15 
BOAT PARADE PARTY!! 
Watch your emails for Evite and detail 

Bill Ross , Social Chair: 626 485 0392 
Please check your emails for the “EVITE” 

providing details on the socials scheduled for each 
month. 

So What Year Was this?? 



Roosters Ambassadors 
 

We are happy to announce new members to the Roosters. They are Kimberley Berman, 
Angela Joe, Joann Leathery, Pat McAuley, Jennifer Moriarty, Walid Nasserdeen, David 
Norwood ,and Richard Shuliner.  
As our newest Ambassadors, they are charged with contacting our membership from time 
to time to remind you of our luncheons, socials and upcoming events. Please give them the 
curtesy of taking the phone call and if they leave you a voice message, please call them 
back. Remember all of us were once Ambassadors. The whole idea behind the 
Ambassador program set forth by our founders all those years ago was to streamline the 
process by which our general membership gets to know our newest members making them 
feel welcomed.  
As in the past, when you see a member wearing a red badge, introduce yourself. 
Welcoming our Ambassadors gives all of us the opportunity to help build this great organization as we bring 
forth new leadership to this great organization, The Roosters!. 
 
Lou Gardner 
Ambassador Chair 

Summer Harvest 
During the school year, thousands of students in 
Orange County rely on their schools for daily 
meals and essential nutrition. During the 
summer months, however, these children are 
often left without enough food. Summer 
Harvest, a nonprofit organization run 100% by 
volunteers, is stepping in to help. 

 
For many families in 
the Los Alamitos 
Unified School 
District, summer can 
be filled with stress as 1,450 children in the district can be at risk for food 
insecurity. Food insecurity, the lack of enough healthy food, is an issue in every 
community.  To meet this need, 
Summer Harvest was developed with 
a clear vision to eliminate food 
insecurity for school-aged children in 
affluent communities where children 
do not qualify for federal summer 
food programs and other programs.  
 

As a 100% volunteer-based 501(c)3, their mission is to provide 
healthy meals to families with children on the federal lunch 
program, during the summer and winter holiday breaks from 

school. Summer Harvest 
distributes groceries including non-perishable items, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, easy to follow recipes and demonstrations. Roosters 
Foundation through its grants provides key funding to support this 
critical mission. 
  
If you would like to additionally sponsor a family, a donation of $125 will 
provide groceries including non-perishable items, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, and easy to follow recipes for the summer.  https://
secure.givelively.org/donate/summer-harvest-food-for-kids-inc 

about:blank
about:blank




Roosters of Orange County 
2222 Michelson, Suite 300 
Irvine, CA 92612 
 
www.roostersfoundation.org  

Roosters Creed 
An organization that stands for friend-
ship, fellowship, charity and good times.  
It stands for busy,  worldly people who 
take the time to give those less fortunate 
a helping hand.  It stands for warmth, 
strength, and shared laughter. 
 

Mission Statement 
To facilitate and encourage lifelong 
friendships while performing charitable 
works on behalf of children in need. 
 

Mission Statement for the Roosters 
Foundation of Orange County 
To raise necessary funds for disadvan-
taged and at risk children in the Or-
ange County area and to support public 
and private programs with necessary 
services for children in need. 
 

We respectfully request that all Roosters and the 

friends of Roosters patronize the businesses and 

establishments that support and foster Roosters 

charity causes.  We are grateful! 

Rooster of the Year 
Dan Ouweleen - 2020  

Rooster of the Year 
Dr. Thad Sandford - 2021  

Birthdays? 
Anniversaries? 
Marriages? 
Congratulations? 
For sale? 
Need? 
Lost? 
Found? 
 

This is your FREE 
SPACE for classifieds! 

Send some love to 
Bill and Janice Schilt 
 

As many of you know,  Bill Schilt and 
Janice moved to Florida.  Their home was 
indeed in the path of the hurricane, but 
they live in a very solid structure, and they 
had minimal damage.  They are now 
staying in Ohio, with Janice's son, until 
their area is fixed back up a bit.  VP Gary Draper wanted 
you to know you can definitely reach out and say hello and 
send love to them.  We are so glad they were not hurt in the 
storm.  Bill's number is the same as before, 949-701-
0192.  Please remember the time difference when calling.  

http://www.roostersfoundation.org

