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Fellow Roosters, 
 
This has been a remarkable year for the Roosters! Our Orange 
County Food and Wine event held at the Pageant of the Masters 
property was a total success. Our current vice president and 
relatively new Rooster, Larry Greene took on the role of 
Chairman and with the help of his volunteers made Rooster 
history in creating the best wine event in Orange County. 
 
Joann Leatherby and Pat McAuley, Co-Chairs of the Chef 
Experience created an event so unique to Chef events of the past. 
Along with our featured chefs from the finest restaurants in the 
area, they created an evening of great gastronomic experiences 
along with the emotional and heartfelt feeling that our auction 
and donation pledges truly make a difference in the lives of 
young people in Orange County who fall under the category of 
in need and or at risk. 
 
The whole event came together with the help of the many 
volunteers required to pull off an event like this. 
 
We are now working on going to the next level in our Food 
distribution efforts. We now see the wisdom in helping many of 
the children who have benefited from our Holiday Food Drive, 
now entering the culinary workplace. The Roosters would like to 
help these individuals reach their dreams in order to break the 
cycle of poverty and enjoy a successful life. This was brought to 
us by Jon Giberson. We look forward, through Jon’s leadership, 
to meet this new challenge head-on! 
 
We have had a great year! Thanks to our Board of Directors, our 
event Chairpersons and our membership in making 2025 a very 
successful year for the Roosters and the community we serve. 
 
Louis Roybal Gardner 
Roosters President, 2024 

Vice President’s Message 
Larry Greene                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
Fellow Roosters, 
  
What an incredible fall season it’s been for the Roosters! 
We’re still feeling the energy from the amazing Chefs 
Experience, where our members and guests came together to 
celebrate community, great food, and generosity. The impact 
of that night will carry through the holidays as we deliver 
critical support to children and families across Orange 
County. Thank you to everyone who helped make it such a 
success! 
  
And the fun continues—our November 6 Roosters Social is 
right around the corner! Join us at The Potting Shed in Old 
Towne Orange for an evening surrounded by the warmth of 
friends and the sparkle of the season. You’ll enjoy wine, light 
bites, and the chance to get a jump-start on holiday shopping, 
with 10% of all purchases that evening benefitting the 
Roosters Foundation. 
  
A very special thank-you to Shannon Rodriguez, who has 
worked hand-in-hand with our social team to bring this 
festive gathering to life. Her creativity and dedication 
embody the spirit of our organization—Roosters helping 
Roosters, all in the name of helping kids. 
  
As we close out the year, let’s keep building on this 
momentum. Attend a luncheon, invite a prospective member, 
or lend a hand at one of our upcoming events. Each small 
action strengthens our mission and ensures the Roosters 
remain a force for good in our community. 
  
See you November 6th for an evening of fellowship, laughter, 
and purpose! 
 
With gratitude and pride, 
Larry Greene 
OCFWC Chair & Roosters Vice President 

Chef Ugo Allesina and Prego     7th year 
Chef David B. Martin and The Pacific Club   12th year 
Chef Ross Pangilinan and Catering by Mix Mix   13th year 
Chef Nick Weber and Populaire Modern Bistro  12th year 

Chef Alfonso Ramierz and Leatherby’s Café Rouge  3rd year 
Chef Stefano Ciociola Benchmark   4th year 
Chef Lindsay Smith and Nirvana by Chef Lindsay  1st year 
Chef Scott Green – Haven Craft Kitchen + Bar  1st year   

Please visit our Chefs Experience restaurants and let the chefs know you are a Rooster! 





Charity 
Committee 

 

 
The charity committee met on 
October 22nd and after a lively 
discussion, accomplished our 
goal of making grant 
recommendations totaling 
(100K!) for this year. 
 
The next step is to submit those recommendations to the 
grant review committee, and then to the board of 
directors for final approval. The checks will be handed 
out to the advocates at the holiday luncheon. 
 
 

Jill Caron-Rauen, 
Charity Chairperson 
Work: 714-536-8603   Cell/text: 714-552-4216   
jill@jdcaron.com 
 
 
2024 grant checks: 
Advance! on to College $8, 500.00 
Family Promise $11,000.00 
Devil Pups $8,500.00 
Fish For Life $8500.00 
Friendly Center $9,500.00 
Fristers $10,000.00 
H.O.P.E. $11,000.00 
Hope Harbor/Laurel House $11,000.00 
Parentis Recipients of the golf tournament 
Stand Up for Kids $11,000.00 
Summer Harvest $11,000.00 

Jill Caron-Rauen 
Charity Committee Chair 

Rooster November 
Birthdays 

Stan Smith  Jon Giberson  Chad Kearns  

John Trapani  

Take one 
of them 

to lunch! BJ Borgen  

   



Membership 

 
 
 

This time of year reminds us to pause and 
reflect on what we’re thankful for. 
  
I’m truly grateful for the privilege of 
serving as Membership Chair for 2024 and 
2025. 
  
Over the past two years, thanks to all of your support, we’ve 
welcomed 11 new members, including our newest additions, 
Donna Toral and Kay Gether, who were both approved at the 
November Board meeting. 
  
Be sure to welcome them to Roosters. 
  
Let’s keep this momentum going strong into 2026! 
  
With gratitude, 
Robert F. Ward 
Membership Chair
 
If you have a prospective member, please get their contact 
information to me and I will reach out to them.  Or have them 
contact me at rward@eis.agency or 949-274-6274. 
 

Roosters Store! 
You can still order MERCH from our online Store! 
Roosters’ store is open to order  
Under Armour shirts and Richardson 112 Twill/
Mesh Snapback hat – all embroidered with 
Roosters’ logo. 
Prices include taxes and shipping! 
Orders will be shipped in batches once a month, so 
get yours this month! 
 
Our supplier is.... 
Cedarstream 
https://stores.cedarstream.com/
roosters_foundation/shop/home 

A Note from the Treasurer 
 

All Roosters bills needing to be paid, please forward 
to  roosterspayables@gmail.com 
This way it has a specific email and will not get lost in 
all the communications. 
 
Thanks, Jessie Bullis, Secretary Treasurer  

Cherri Farah 
Gary Eisenberger 
Margarita Martin 
Mark McDonald 
Dan Pederson 
Floyd Pickrell 

Peter Smith  
Stephanie Bauer 
Penny Strenger 
Eric Samaniego 
Massimo Aronne  

Honorary Roosters - we are happy to have 

the ongoing support of the following: 

Ambassador’s Corner 
 
 
 
Say hello to all our Ambassadors: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Davi Wilson 
Ambassador Chair 2025 

BJ Borgen 
Jeramy Gordon 
Shannon Rodriguez 
Barbara Foster 

Jane Shellhouse 
Jayne Herring 
Dave Welch 
Jeff Tancre 

Ambassador 
Jane 
Shellhouse 
Receiving her 
Membership 
Certificate 

Ambassador 
Dave Welch 
Receiving his 
Membership 
Certificate 

https://stores.cedarstream.com/roosters_foundation/shop/home
https://stores.cedarstream.com/roosters_foundation/shop/home


Roosters 2025 Board of Directors Candidate Statements 

Hello !  My name is Jill Caron-Rauen and I would like to be on the Board of Directors, and remain 
your Charity Committee Chair for 2026. I have been a Rooster for five years, and a Board member and 
Charity Committee Chair for the last three years. 
We have given a total of $300,000.00 dollars in grants to our charities, and will give $100,000.00 
again this year. We can really be proud of the work that we do, and of our organization. 
I would appreciate your vote! 
 
Jill Caron-Rauen 

Hello Roosters! 
 It has been a true honor serving on the Board in 2024 and 2025 as Membership Chair. 
I will be happy to continue in this role for 2026 on an interim basis until I help ensure a smooth 
transition and support the next Membership Chair as we continue building and strengthening our 
Roosters family. 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve. 

Rob Ward, 949-274-6274 

Two years ago, I had the privilege of officially joining the Roosters (June 2023)—though my 
connection with this incredible organization began in 2004 through my volunteer efforts at many 
Rooster events alongside the Bleu and Alison Cotton, and becoming a member only deepened my 
commitment to our mission. 
Over the past year, I’ve had the opportunity to serve on the Board of Directors as the Ambassador 
Chair. It has been an honor to take on this role, and I’ve worked hard to represent the Roosters with 
enthusiasm, professionalism, and heart. I’ve also continued to support the Charity Committee, and 
volunteer at our events—all with the goal of learning, contributing, and helping the Roosters thrive. 
As we look ahead to 2026, I’m excited to ask for your support to continue serving as the Ambassador 
Chair. I’ve greatly enjoyed the role, and I’m eager to keep building relationships within our 
community, welcoming new members, and supporting our mission in any way I can. 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve this past year, and for considering my continued involvement on the Board for 
2026. 
Rooster Proud, Davi Wilson 

I’m excited to run for Speaker Chair for my third year! Over the past two years, I’ve worked hard to 
bring in engaging, high-quality speakers who inspire and inform our community. Looking ahead to 
2026, my goal is to expand our reach even further—attracting diverse, dynamic voices who can offer 
fresh perspectives, new ideas, and real-world expertise. I’m passionate about continuing to elevate our 
speaker lineup and creating memorable, meaningful experiences for everyone who attends. 
 
Bleu Cotton  

Hello fellow Roosters! I'm Garison Draper, and I'm running for the board because I've seen firsthand the 
impact we make in our community. I've been around the Roosters since the 90s, as an observer while my 
father was a member. I originally joined in 2014 and have been involved on and off since then, recently 
rejoining in 2023. Serving on the board this past year opened my eyes to the depth of our work—and I'm 
energized to continue making a difference. I'd be honored to have your vote to serve again in 2026." 
 
Garison Draper +1 (970)-GARISON 

 
 
I would be honored to receive your vote to serve on the Board in 2026. If elected, I look forward to 
serving our group as Membership Chair and continuing the work of strengthening our organization. 
 
Jayne Herring  



OC Food & Wine Celebration - 16th Anniversary 
presented by the Roosters Foundation 

  

Saturday, April 11, 2026 | 3–6 PM 

Festival of Arts – Pageant of the 

Masters, Laguna Beach 
 

 

Join us for an unforgettable afternoon of tasting, music, and giving back! 

Sip, swirl, and savor premium wines, spirits, and craft brews while enjoying 
gourmet hors d’oeuvres, decadent desserts and live entertainment. Meet 

passionate winemakers and industry experts and discover new favorites. 

The best part? You’re helping Roosters help kids. 

 

Save the Date!  

• All-inclusive tasting experience  

• Complimentary tasting glass 

• Gourmet bites from local restaurants 

• Live music & vibrant atmosphere 

• Photo gallery & updates: www.ocfwc.com 

• Tickets go on sale January 2026  
 

 
Why It Matters 

Every ticket and sponsorship helps support the Roosters Foundation—a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
dedicated to feeding, protecting, educating, and uplifting disadvantaged children and families 
in Orange County.  www.roosters.org 

Together, we fund 12+ small, hands-on charities and the Roosters Feeding Program, creating 
generational change for kids in need. 

 

Questions? Contact our team at 949.677.3404 or ocroosters@cox.net 

 

 





Speaker’s Corner 

 

 
Tim Abrahams was a great speaker at our October lunch! 
He is also a great supporter of The Roosters: as you will see he is now 
advertising in our Crow! 
Thank, you, Tim! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November is a very important lunch, as we will be voting on 
our board, along with having a super speaker, (thank you to 
Rooster, Jayne Herring, for introducing us to her!). Beatrice De 
Salles is a member and Global Ambassador of United Nations 
Association OC, and Council member at the World Affairs 
Councils of America.  She is a personal interpreter for 
dignitaries, Presidents, and Chiefs of State! 

 
Your Speaker Chair, Bleu Cotton 

November Speaker: 
Beatrice De Salles 



Roosters Socials 

 
Check out our November Social, as we kick off the holiday season together!... 

 
Step into the holiday magic at The Potting Shed in Old Towne 
Orange, where Christmas is in full bloom with 50 curated trees 
displayed throughout the beautiful historic space.  This 
Roosters-only social event is the perfect chance to enjoy wine, 
small bites, and mingling with friends—while even getting ahead on your holiday 
shopping, all with views of the Plaza.  
 
Owned by Jack Carlisle, The Potting Shed specializes in indoor and outdoor 
plants, plus vintage-inspired gifts, home décor, and unique accessories. 10% of 
purchases that evening will support the Roosters Foundation. 
 
Thursday, November 6th | 5:30–8:30 PM 
10 Plaza Square, Suite 102 
Orange, CA 92866 

 
 

Joan Leatherby & Greg Bates, Social Chairs 
Please check your emails for the “EVITE” providing details on the socials 

scheduled for each month. 



Please Visit, Support & say “THANKS”  to our  

2025 OC Food & Wine Celebration Vendors 

     *Click on link to go to their website 

Restaurants & Food Purveyors 
 
*Above All Catering 
*Bracken's Kitchen 
*Gus's World Famous Fried Chicken 
*JARS Sweets & Things  
*Knolls Restaurant  
*Nirvana by Chef Lindsay  
*Oceans & Earth Restaurant 
*Santa Ana Sweets   
*Smoqued California BBQ 
*U4U Chocolates 

 
 
Spirits & Cocktails 
 

*Bandero Tequila 
*Cocijo Mezcal  

*Dos Boots Mezcal 
*Mezcal Campante 
*Mission Craft Cocktails  
*Ole Cocktails & Mocktails 
*Reserva De La Torre  
*Tequila Dame Mas  
 *Tito's Handmade Vodka 
*White Claw Vodka & Seltzer 
 

Retail Vendors 
 
*Alaska Airlines 

*b.Spoke 
*Chipz Happen  
*Elizabeth's Inspired Creations  
*Golden Tribe Boutique 
*Peek A Booth 
*Smokehouse Nuts 
*U4U Chocolates 
*Wölfe Cutlery 
*Woodstock and Wine 
 
 
 

Wineries  
 
*Ascension Cellars  
*Bianchi Winery 
*Birthday Sex Wine  
*Boisset Collection - JCB  
*Cowboy Canyon Winery  
*Dierberg Vineyards   
*Flying Goat Cellars  
*Giracci Vineyards & Farms  
*Kaleidos Wine 
*Kubani Wines 
*Le Vigne Winery 
*Markus Wine Co 
*Navarro Vineyards 
*New Zealand Wine Navigator 
*Ole Cocktails and Mocktails   
*Opolo Vineyards 
*ONX Wines  
*Perlegos Family Wine  
*SoMa Cellars 
*Star Lane Vineyards 
*Sweetzer Cellars  
*The Farm Winery 
*The Shepard Collection  
*The Vinho   
*Vince Ferragamo Vineyards 
*Vinera Wine Society 
*Vinos Unidos Napa Wines  
*Vinyl Vineyards   
*Wiens Cellars 
*Wine Guy & Wine Gal Family Wines  
 

Craft Beer Garden 
 
*Barrel & Stave Pour House 

*Carlsbad Brewing Company  
*Chapman Crafted Beer 
*Divine Science Brewing 
*Luchador Brewing Company 
*Straub Distributing 
*The Bruery 

https://aboveallcatering.com/
https://www.brackenskitchen.org/
https://gusfriedchicken.com/santa-ana-california-location/
https://order.jarsbyfabioviviani.com/jars-laguna-niguel/menu
https://knollsrestaurant.com/
https://nirvanalaguna.com/
https://www.oanderestaurant.com/
https://www.santaanasweets.com/?srsltid=AfmBOor2Lx0ccHOvG_Oggv5Yxs9vHWR55T_4-_qTdl10j6Jjdw3ZCNpf
https://www.smoquedcaliforniabbq.com/
https://u4uchocolates.com/
https://bandero.com/
https://cocijomezcal.com/
https://www.dosboots.com/
https://mezcalcampante.com/
https://missioncocktails.com/
http://olecocktails.com/
https://delatorretequila.com/
https://www.damemas.com/
https://www.titosvodka.com/
https://www.whiteclaw.com/products/vodka-soda-variety-pack-no-1
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwj9vYzQxqOMAxX9Ce8CHU12JnUYABABGgJkeg&co=1&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwhYS_BhD2ARIsAJTMMQZjMKauH0nrhqyQmnKhT9SdE4MNJR9tDun8v9HLlOcWcmjWJiVOajoaAiz9EALw_wcB&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESV-D24b8NtyNYvwSUq7Zu3nY
https://bspokestyle.com/?srsltid=AfmBOorIONqPnZLrTz5RNo60vLzLD-9TlJxOgy-D6hi1Gzqkqm0g4aiU
https://shop.chipzhappen.com/
https://www.elizabethsinspiredcreations.com/
https://shopgoldentribe.com/?srsltid=AfmBOopCGw8xSI8P0-O41CSSQd_JwVXv6PSHk9lMmtACwFZQsqRlwXjc
https://www.peekabooth.com/
https://smokehousenuts.com/
https://u4uchocolates.com/
https://www.tahoekitchencompany.com/
https://woodstockandwine.com/
https://ascensioncellars.com/
https://www.bianchiwine.com/
https://birthdaysexwine.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoqRXBduCKIHAeFebgwgy-JfFX1jd73gS4GMWv1CCL_BqkD6BNFl
https://my.boissetcollection.com/loren.hoffman
http://cowboycanyonwinery.com/
https://store.dierbergvineyard.com/Purchase/All
https://flyinggoatcellars.com/
https://www.giracci.com/
https://kaleidoswine.com/?srsltid=AfmBOorRNL4Q6iVs0rw_Xu5c4sb6YIUP31U2d0AkoC7N_hjwfPaWLB-f
https://www.kubaniwines.com/
https://www.levignewinery.com/
https://markuswine.com/
https://www.navarrowine.com/main.php
https://nzwinenav.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoriucSfLLZovjrE-hgDBDzmBuhCdQwO9EvgTD4qXBsYME8_Ygah
https://olecocktails.com/
https://opolo.com/
https://onxwines.com/
https://www.perlegoswine.com/
https://www.somacellars.com/
https://starlanevineyard.com/
https://www.sweetzercellars.com/
https://www.thefarmwinery.com/
https://www.theshepardcollection.com/
https://thevinho.com/?srsltid=AfmBOopSvDu-itheD40Z6nXYVpgDDzsuTgiyiHhcDaAjvoCq0nrxM9xC
https://vinceferragamovineyards.com/
https://vinerawines.com/
https://vinosunidos.com/
https://vinylvin.com/
https://www.wienscellars.com/
https://www.instagram.com/wineguyandwinegal/p/CJAYJe_rpns/
https://www.barrelandstave.com/home
https://www.carlsbadbrewingco.beer/
https://www.chapmancrafted.beer/
https://www.divinesciencebrewing.com/
https://www.luchadorbrew.com/
https://straubdistributing.com/
https://www.thebruery.com/




Notes from 
Alison Cotton, Communications Director 
 

Our communications team uses: 
• Evite (Download the Evite App on your Phone) 
• Facebook Group (Download the Facebook App on 

your Phone) 
• Constant Contact (Make sure our Crow Newsletters 

are not going to your email JUNK folder) 
• Our Member Directory is on our website in a 

Members-Only Section 
• Instagram – LIKE and SHARE our posts! 
• YouTube – Please subscribe and watch! 
       https://www.youtube.com/@roostersfoundationofoc  
Thank you in advance.  
RoostersCommunicationsDirector@gmail.com   
or txt 949-254-6563  

Roosters Charitable Fund Endowment  
 
The fund guarantees that the Roosters Foundation's mission of helping Orange County's children will continue 
forever. Thanks to the generosity of supporters, this endowment creates a steady stream of income that will 
always be available to fund programs that make a real difference in the lives of these local children. 
 
Want to help? Click on the link below to donate directly to the Roosters Charitable Fund Endowment. Your 
contribution, whether a one-time gift or a monthly donation, will ensure that the Roosters Foundation can 
continue its vital work for generations to come. 
https://www.oc-cf.org/funding-opps/roosters-foundation-charitable-fund/ 

https://www.oc-cf.org/funding-opps/roosters-foundation-charitable-fund/


YOUR AD 
HERE! 

 
ADVERTISE IN THE 
ROOSTERS CROW 

NEWSLETTER 
 
The monthly cost is $25 for a 
quarter-page, $50 for a half-
page and $100 for a full page. 
Jpeg format is preferred, but 
we can adjust to meet most 
design formats. Yearly rates 
are available upon request, but 
in most cases, the saving is 
25%. All copy is due by the 
15th of each month. 
 

YOUR AD 
HERE! 

 
ADVERTISE IN THE 
ROOSTERS CROW 

NEWSLETTER 
 
The Roosters Crow 
Newsletter is published once 
a month.  
 
 
The newsletter is emailed to 
Roosters membership, 
charity donors, charity 
groups, and the Orange 
County news media. It is 
also posted on the Roosters 
Social Media. 
(www.roosters.org). 



Roosters in the News and 
Around the World 
Craig and Dayna Boardman’s daughter 
in the news! 
 
Craig and Dayna Boardman’s 
Daughter, Julie, and co-partner 
Haley are the lead producers of the 
show. Damn Yankees.. Great 
reviews in the Washington Post!  
 
Julie is making waves in the theatre 
world…If you love theatre, follow 
here!  
www.untitledtheatricals.com 
 
 
… and her NYC Museum project 
(co-founder): 
www.themuseumofbroadway.com 
 
 
Congrats Craig and Dayna!  We 
should organize a Roosters Trip to 
the East Coast to see her talent in 
person!  





Roosters of Orange County 
17602 17th Street Suite 102-252, 
Tustin, CA 92780 
 
www.roostersfoundation.org  

Roosters Creed 
An organization that stands for friend-
ship, fellowship, charity and good times.  
It stands for busy,  worldly people who 
take the time to give those less fortunate 
a helping hand.  It stands for warmth, 
strength, and shared laughter. 
 

Mission Statement 
To facilitate and encourage lifelong 
friendships while performing charitable 
works on behalf of children in need. 
 

Mission Statement for the Roosters 
Foundation of Orange County 
To raise necessary funds for disadvan-
taged and at-risk children in the Or-
ange County area and to support public 
and private programs with necessary 
services for children in need. 
 

We respectfully request that all Roosters and the 

friends of Roosters patronize the businesses and 

establishments that support and foster Roosters 

charity causes.  We are grateful! 

Crow Editor 
Peter Smith 

Birthdays? 
Anniversaries? 
Marriages? 
Congratulations? 
For sale? 
Need? 
Lost? 
Found? 
 

This is your FREE 
SPACE for classifieds! 

Rooster of the Year - 2024 
Rob Ward  

http://www.roostersfoundation.org

