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Fellow Roosters, 
February is a month of focus and forward 
motion—a time to align priorities, confirm 
leadership, and turn plans into results. At our 
January Board meeting, we took several 
important steps that position the Roosters for a 
strong and productive year. 
 

I’m pleased to share that Jessie Bullis was unanimously confirmed 
as Treasurer once again. Jessie’s diligence, consistency, and 
command of our financials continue to provide the Board with the 
clarity and confidence we need to make sound decisions. 
 

Just as importantly, Dan Stone was confirmed as Recording 
Secretary, filling another critical role that keeps our governance 
organized, accurate, and effective. These are two vital seats, and we 
are fortunate to have both so well filled. 
 

To further support execution and growth in 2026, two new Off-
Board Chair positions were created to strengthen our operational 
focus and expand our capabilities: 

•Dan Stone – Sponsorship Chair, focusing on both financial and in-
kind sponsorships across all Roosters events, with an emphasis on 
growing fundraising beyond ticket sales. 

•Garison Draper – Technology Chair, focused on leveraging 
technology to improve communication, marketing, and operational 
effectiveness across the organization. 

 

These leadership roles directly support our 2026 goals: 

•Increase fundraising through stronger sponsorships and higher 
ticket revenue across all events 

•Build sustainable infrastructure that supports growth and execution 

•Expand member engagement by creating meaningful ways for both 
new and veteran Roosters to contribute 

 

With Valentine’s Day reminding us what we care about most, it’s 
worth noting that while our mission is driven by heart, lasting 
impact requires structure, leadership, and accountability. The 
groundwork we are laying now will allow the Roosters to do more 
good, more consistently, and with greater reach. 
 

Thank you for your continued commitment and involvement. I’m 
confident in the direction we’re heading and proud of the team 
helping move us forward. 
 

Mark your calendar: Our signature OC Food & Wine Celebration 
returns April 11th — tickets and sponsorship opportunities are now 
live. 
 

With appreciation, 
Larry Greene 

Roosters President, 2026 

Vice President’s Message 
Garison Draper 
 
 
Embracing Technology to Better Serve Our 
Community 
 
Fellow Roosters, 
 
As vice president of Roosters, I’m pleased to 
share exciting updates that will help us serve our 
community even better. We’re taking steps to modernize our 
operations while keeping our focus on what matters most – 
supporting children’s charities in Orange County.  
 
To enhance our communication and collaboration, we’re 
establishing a new Tech Chair position. This off-board position will 
help us make thoughtful decisions about technology that benefits our 
entire organization. 
 
Our first project includes implementing Google Workspaces, which 
will make it easier for board members and volunteers to work 
together. We’re also setting up roosters.org email addresses for those 
who need them, creating a more polished appearance for our 
communications.  Additionally, we’re applying for Google Ad 
Grants for Non-Profits, which would provide $10,000 monthly (yes, 
$120K a year) in free advertising on Google.com searches. This 
would help us promote our events and reach more volunteers who 
want to join our cause.  
 
These improvements will help us work more efficiently while 
maintaining our strong community connections. We’re committed to 
serving our children’s charities with greater effectiveness. 
 
Garison Draper 

Roosters Vice President 

Chef Ugo Allesina and Prego     
7th year 
Chef David B. Martin and 
The Pacific Club   12th year 
Chef Ross Pangilinan and 
Catering by Mix Mix   13th 
year 
Chef Nick Weber and 
Populaire Modern Bistro  
12th year 

Chef Alfonso Ramierz and 
Leatherby’s Café Rouge  3rd 
year 
Chef Stefano Ciociola 
Benchmark   4th year 
Chef Lindsay Smith and 
Nirvana by Chef Lindsay  1st 
year 
Chef Scott Green – Haven 
Craft Kitchen + Bar  1st year   

Please visit our Chefs Experience restaurants and let the 
chefs know you are a Rooster! 





Charity Committee 
 

 
We have been contacted by five new 
charities requesting grant applications, 
and are in the process of looking into 
them further. 
 
We will have a charity committee 
meeting in March to determine how to 
proceed; and if we even want to 
increase the number of grants this 
year. 
 
If you are interested in serving on the committee this year, 
please contact me! 
 
Advance! on to College $4000.00 
Family Promise $11,000.00 
Fish for Life $10,000.00 
Friendly Center $10,000.00 
Fristers $10,000.00 
H.O.P.E. $11,000.00 
Hope Harbor $12,500.00 
Stand Up for Kids $10,500.00 
Summer Harvest $10,500.00 
Parentis Foundation $10.500.00 
 
 
Jill Caron-Rauen, 
Charity Chairperson 
Work: 714-536-8603   Cell/text: 714-552-4216   
jill@jdcaron.com 

Jill Caron-Rauen 
Charity Committee Chair 

Rooster February Birthdays 

 

Buy them a cocktail!! 

Davi Wilson  
Shannon 

Rodriguez 

Chad Hall Penny Strenger Doug Richards 



Membership 

 

We welcome Tim Abrahams as our 
newest member and look forward to 
members bringing prospective roosters to 
luncheons and socials.  Remember that the 
OCFWC is also a great time to bring in 
new members! (Jeff Tancre…who became 
a member from this event last year!)

Roosters Store! 
You can still order MERCH from our online Store! 
Roosters’ store is open to order  
Under Armour shirts and Richardson 112 Twill/
Mesh Snapback hat – all embroidered with 
Roosters’ logo. 
Prices include taxes and shipping! 
Orders will be shipped in batches once a month, so 
get yours this month! 
 
Our supplier is.... 
Cedarstream 
https://stores.cedarstream.com/
roosters_foundation/shop/home 

Cherri Farah 
Gary Eisenberger 
Margarita Martin 
Mark McDonald 
Dan Pederson 
Floyd Pickrell 

Peter Smith  
Stephanie Bauer 
Penny Strenger 
Eric Samaniego 
Massimo Aronne  

Honorary Roosters - we are happy to have 

the ongoing support of the following: 

Ambassador’s Corner 
 
February: 
A Month of Service, Unity, and Heart 
 
February may be the shortest month of 
the year, but it carries a powerful 
message—love, service, and 
togetherness. As members of the Roosters Organization, 
we are reminded that leadership is not just about titles, 
but about showing up for our communities with 
compassion and purpose. 
 
This month, let us recommit ourselves to being 
ambassadors of positive change. Whether through 
mentorship, outreach, or simple acts of kindness, every 
effort matters. When we lead with heart, we inspire 
others to do the same. 
 
Let February be a reminder that even the smallest acts of 
service can create lasting impact. 
 
Davi Wilson 
Ambassador Chair 2026 
 
Our 2026 Ambassadors: 

Jayne Herring 
Jane Shellhouse 
Dave Welch 
Jeff Tancre 

Kay Grether 
Donna Toral 
Tim Abrahams 

 

In Memoriam 

Mickie Krever 
 
We are saddened to share the 
news of the passing of Mickie 
Krever, mother of Roosters 
member Michael Krever. 

 

Our thoughts and love are 
with Michael and Jeannie 

Krever during this difficult time. Mickie was a friend of 
the Roosters and attended several of our events over the 
years when she visited California. She will be fondly 
remembered and greatly missed. 
 
For those who would like more information, please see 
the link below: 
 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/port-st-
lucie-fl/mickie-krever-12722493 
 
Please keep Michael, Jeannie, and their family in your 
thoughts. 
 
With sympathy, 
The Roosters 

https://stores.cedarstream.com/roosters_foundation/shop/home
https://stores.cedarstream.com/roosters_foundation/shop/home


OC Food & Wine Celebration - 16th Anniversary 
presented by the Roosters Foundation 

  

Saturday, April 11, 2026 | 3–6 PM 

Festival of Arts – Pageant of the 

Masters, Laguna Beach 
 

 

Join us for an unforgettable afternoon of tasting, music, and giving back! 

Sip, swirl, and savor premium wines, spirits, and craft brews while enjoying 
gourmet hors d’oeuvres, decadent desserts and live entertainment. Meet 

passionate winemakers and industry experts and discover new favorites. 

The best part? You’re helping Roosters help kids. 

 

Save the Date!  

• All-inclusive tasting experience  

• Complimentary tasting glass 

• Gourmet bites from local restaurants 

• Live music & vibrant atmosphere 

• Photo gallery & updates: www.ocfwc.com 

• Tickets go on sale January 2026  
 

 
Why It Matters 

Every ticket and sponsorship helps support the Roosters Foundation—a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
dedicated to feeding, protecting, educating, and uplifting disadvantaged children and families 
in Orange County.  www.roosters.org 

Together, we fund 12+ small, hands-on charities and the Roosters Feeding Program, creating 
generational change for kids in need. 

 

Questions? Contact our team at 949.677.3404 or ocroosters@cox.net 

 

 





Speaker’s Corner 

 

 
Thank you to our own Rooster, 
John Trapani, for speaking at our 
January Luncheon.  What amazing 
stories and history he shared! 
 
Join us at Seasons 52 in South 
Coast Plaza for our special 
Valentine's luncheon, February 12.   
 

 
Our February speaker is Ketrin Adam, an FBI Special Agent and the Private Sector 
Coordinator (PSC) for the FBI’s Los Angeles InfraGard program. As PSC for the 
FBI’s Los Angeles InfraGard program, she is the primary liaison with the private 

sector for the protection of critical infrastructure and the 
American people. Before her PSC role, she spent time at FBI 
Headquarters as a Supervisory Special Agent in the FBI's Public Corruption Unit (PCU) and 
worked corruption investigations. 
 
 
I look forward to being your speaker chair for one more year in 2026. Please feel free to reach out 
if you have a speaker idea!   
 



Roosters Socials 

 
What a great evening at Mix Mix. We had a full house at this special event! 
See photos on following pages! 
 

 
Please join us for our next Social at 
Benchmark  
Thursday February 26, 6:00-8:00 
 
Kick Off for OCFWC and Chefs Experience. Heavy hors 
d'oeuvres, wine and drinks will be provided.  
 
We ask that each Rooster bring an auction item to be sold at 
one of our events.  
 
This has become an annual event and one of the ways we 
thank the chef and owners of Benchmark for participating in 
our Chefs Experience. 

 
Joan Leatherby & Greg Bates, Social Chairs 

Please check your emails for the “EVITE” providing details on the socials scheduled for each month. 











Please Visit, Support & say “THANKS”  to our  

2025 OC Food & Wine Celebration Vendors 

     *Click on link to go to their website 

Restaurants & Food Purveyors 
 
*Above All Catering 
*Bracken's Kitchen 
*Gus's World Famous Fried Chicken 
*JARS Sweets & Things  
*Knolls Restaurant  
*Nirvana by Chef Lindsay  
*Oceans & Earth Restaurant 
*Santa Ana Sweets   
*Smoqued California BBQ 
*U4U Chocolates 

 
 
Spirits & Cocktails 
 

*Bandero Tequila 
*Cocijo Mezcal  

*Dos Boots Mezcal 
*Mezcal Campante 
*Mission Craft Cocktails  
*Ole Cocktails & Mocktails 
*Reserva De La Torre  
*Tequila Dame Mas  
 *Tito's Handmade Vodka 
*White Claw Vodka & Seltzer 
 

Retail Vendors 
 
*Alaska Airlines 

*b.Spoke 
*Chipz Happen  
*Elizabeth's Inspired Creations  
*Golden Tribe Boutique 
*Peek A Booth 
*Smokehouse Nuts 
*U4U Chocolates 
*Wölfe Cutlery 
*Woodstock and Wine 
 
 
 

Wineries  
 
*Ascension Cellars  
*Bianchi Winery 
*Birthday Sex Wine  
*Boisset Collection - JCB  
*Cowboy Canyon Winery  
*Dierberg Vineyards   
*Flying Goat Cellars  
*Giracci Vineyards & Farms  
*Kaleidos Wine 
*Kubani Wines 
*Le Vigne Winery 
*Markus Wine Co 
*Navarro Vineyards 
*New Zealand Wine Navigator 
*Ole Cocktails and Mocktails   
*Opolo Vineyards 
*ONX Wines  
*Perlegos Family Wine  
*SoMa Cellars 
*Star Lane Vineyards 
*Sweetzer Cellars  
*The Farm Winery 
*The Shepard Collection  
*The Vinho   
*Vince Ferragamo Vineyards 
*Vinera Wine Society 
*Vinos Unidos Napa Wines  
*Vinyl Vineyards   
*Wiens Cellars 
*Wine Guy & Wine Gal Family Wines  
 

Craft Beer Garden 
 
*Barrel & Stave Pour House 

*Carlsbad Brewing Company  
*Chapman Crafted Beer 
*Divine Science Brewing 
*Luchador Brewing Company 
*Straub Distributing 
*The Bruery 

https://aboveallcatering.com/
https://www.brackenskitchen.org/
https://gusfriedchicken.com/santa-ana-california-location/
https://order.jarsbyfabioviviani.com/jars-laguna-niguel/menu
https://knollsrestaurant.com/
https://nirvanalaguna.com/
https://www.oanderestaurant.com/
https://www.santaanasweets.com/?srsltid=AfmBOor2Lx0ccHOvG_Oggv5Yxs9vHWR55T_4-_qTdl10j6Jjdw3ZCNpf
https://www.smoquedcaliforniabbq.com/
https://u4uchocolates.com/
https://bandero.com/
https://cocijomezcal.com/
https://www.dosboots.com/
https://mezcalcampante.com/
https://missioncocktails.com/
http://olecocktails.com/
https://delatorretequila.com/
https://www.damemas.com/
https://www.titosvodka.com/
https://www.whiteclaw.com/products/vodka-soda-variety-pack-no-1
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwj9vYzQxqOMAxX9Ce8CHU12JnUYABABGgJkeg&co=1&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwhYS_BhD2ARIsAJTMMQZjMKauH0nrhqyQmnKhT9SdE4MNJR9tDun8v9HLlOcWcmjWJiVOajoaAiz9EALw_wcB&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESV-D24b8NtyNYvwSUq7Zu3nY
https://bspokestyle.com/?srsltid=AfmBOorIONqPnZLrTz5RNo60vLzLD-9TlJxOgy-D6hi1Gzqkqm0g4aiU
https://shop.chipzhappen.com/
https://www.elizabethsinspiredcreations.com/
https://shopgoldentribe.com/?srsltid=AfmBOopCGw8xSI8P0-O41CSSQd_JwVXv6PSHk9lMmtACwFZQsqRlwXjc
https://www.peekabooth.com/
https://smokehousenuts.com/
https://u4uchocolates.com/
https://www.tahoekitchencompany.com/
https://woodstockandwine.com/
https://ascensioncellars.com/
https://www.bianchiwine.com/
https://birthdaysexwine.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoqRXBduCKIHAeFebgwgy-JfFX1jd73gS4GMWv1CCL_BqkD6BNFl
https://my.boissetcollection.com/loren.hoffman
http://cowboycanyonwinery.com/
https://store.dierbergvineyard.com/Purchase/All
https://flyinggoatcellars.com/
https://www.giracci.com/
https://kaleidoswine.com/?srsltid=AfmBOorRNL4Q6iVs0rw_Xu5c4sb6YIUP31U2d0AkoC7N_hjwfPaWLB-f
https://www.kubaniwines.com/
https://www.levignewinery.com/
https://markuswine.com/
https://www.navarrowine.com/main.php
https://nzwinenav.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoriucSfLLZovjrE-hgDBDzmBuhCdQwO9EvgTD4qXBsYME8_Ygah
https://olecocktails.com/
https://opolo.com/
https://onxwines.com/
https://www.perlegoswine.com/
https://www.somacellars.com/
https://starlanevineyard.com/
https://www.sweetzercellars.com/
https://www.thefarmwinery.com/
https://www.theshepardcollection.com/
https://thevinho.com/?srsltid=AfmBOopSvDu-itheD40Z6nXYVpgDDzsuTgiyiHhcDaAjvoCq0nrxM9xC
https://vinceferragamovineyards.com/
https://vinerawines.com/
https://vinosunidos.com/
https://vinylvin.com/
https://www.wienscellars.com/
https://www.instagram.com/wineguyandwinegal/p/CJAYJe_rpns/
https://www.barrelandstave.com/home
https://www.carlsbadbrewingco.beer/
https://www.chapmancrafted.beer/
https://www.divinesciencebrewing.com/
https://www.luchadorbrew.com/
https://straubdistributing.com/
https://www.thebruery.com/


Notes from 
Alison Cotton, Communications Director 
 

Our communications team uses: 
• Evite (Download the Evite App on your Phone) 
• Facebook Group (Download the Facebook App on 

your Phone) 
• Constant Contact (Make sure our Crow Newsletters 

are not going to your email JUNK folder) 
• Our Member Directory is on our website in a 

Members-Only Section 
• Instagram – LIKE and SHARE our posts! 
• YouTube – Please subscribe and watch! 
       https://www.youtube.com/@roostersfoundationofoc  
Thank you in advance.  
RoostersCommunicationsDirector@gmail.com   
or txt 949-254-6563  

Roosters Charitable Fund Endowment  
 
The fund guarantees that the Roosters Foundation's mission of helping Orange County's children will continue 
forever. Thanks to the generosity of supporters, this endowment creates a steady stream of income that will 
always be available to fund programs that make a real difference in the lives of these local children. 
 
Want to help? Click on the link below to donate directly to the Roosters Charitable Fund Endowment. Your 
contribution, whether a one-time gift or a monthly donation, will ensure that the Roosters Foundation can 
continue its vital work for generations to come. 
https://www.oc-cf.org/funding-opps/roosters-foundation-charitable-fund/ 

https://www.oc-cf.org/funding-opps/roosters-foundation-charitable-fund/


A Note from the Treasurer 
 

All Roosters bills needing to be paid, please forward 
to  roosterspayables@gmail.com 
This way it has a specific email and will not get lost in 
all the communications. 
 
Thanks, Jessie Bullis, Secretary Treasurer  

YOUR AD HERE! 
 

ADVERTISE IN THE ROOSTERS CROW NEWSLETTER 
 
The Roosters Crow Newsletter is published once a month.  
 
The monthly cost is $25 for a quarter-page, $50 for a half-page and $100 for a full page. Jpeg 
format is preferred, but we can adjust to meet most design formats. Yearly rates are available 
upon request, but in most cases, the saving is 25%. All copy is due by the 15th of each month. 
 
The newsletter is emailed to Roosters membership, charity donors, charity groups, and the 
Orange County news media. It is also posted on the Roosters Social Media. 
(www.roosters.org). 

Foodie Feature: 
 
Oceans and Earth   
20305 Yorba Linda Blvd. Yorba Linda, CA 92886 
Tel: (714) 970-7027 
Oceans and Earth  
 

Our recommendation: 
Smoked Salmon Tartare, w/Crème fraîche, Potato Crisp & House seaweed Caviar 

 
 Support those that support the Roosters - book a table and bring friends! 

Chefs Experience 
We  raised over $300,000 on this spectacular night!  Thank you to all who donated money and to our incredible Chefs!  
 
THANK YOU TO -  
Chef Eric Samaniego and Michaels on Naples   7th year  
Chef Ugo Allesina and Prego     7th year 
Chef David B. Martin and The Pacific Club   12th year 
Chef Ross Pangilinan and Catering by Mix Mix   13th year 
Chef Nick Weber and Populaire Modern Bistro  12th year 
Chef Alfonso Ramierz and Leatherby’s Café Rouge  3rd year 
Chef Stefano Ciociola Benchmark   4th year 
Chef Lindsay Smith and Nirvana by Chef Lindsay  1st year 
Chef Scott Green – Haven Craft Kitchen + Bar  1st year   
 
Thank you to Land Rover Cerritos  - Automobile Sponsor  Joann Leatherby, event chair  

Volunteer! 
 
We ask Rooster members to jump in and volunteer in 
2026! You may find you are a perfect fit in a new 
position, from Charity Committee, Bracken’s Kitchen 
Committee, OC Food & Wine Celebration, Chefs 
Experience, or even a Board or Off Board Position!  

https://www.oanderestaurant.com/#home-section




Roosters of Orange County 
17602 17th Street Suite 102-252, 
Tustin, CA 92780 
 
www.roostersfoundation.org  

Roosters Creed 
An organization that stands for friend-
ship, fellowship, charity and good times.  
It stands for busy,  worldly people who 
take the time to give those less fortunate 
a helping hand.  It stands for warmth, 
strength, and shared laughter. 
 

Mission Statement 
To facilitate and encourage lifelong 
friendships while performing charitable 
works on behalf of children in need. 
 

Mission Statement for the Roosters 
Foundation of Orange County 
To raise necessary funds for disadvan-
taged and at-risk children in the Or-
ange County area and to support public 
and private programs with necessary 
services for children in need. 
 

We respectfully request that all Roosters and the 

friends of Roosters patronize the businesses and 

establishments that support and foster Roosters 

charity causes.  We are grateful! 

Crow Editor 
Peter Smith 

Birthdays? 
Anniversaries? 
Marriages? 
Congratulations? 
For sale? 
Need? 
Lost? 
Found? 
 

This is your FREE 
SPACE for classifieds! 

Rooster of the Year - 2024 
Rob Ward  

http://www.roostersfoundation.org

